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LAKEWOOD RANCH COMMUNITY FUND SUPPORTS MEDICAL CARE FOR NEEDY
We Care Manatee Free Clinic Gets Needed Funding
On Friday, October 24, 2008, We Care Manatee, Inc. was recognized at the Lakewood Ranch Community Fund’s annual reception for grant recipients.  We Care Manatee was happy to accept a grant for $5,000 in support of its Free Clinic, which is held the third Saturday of every month from 9am-noon, at Tillman Elementary in Palmetto.  The clinic focuses care on Manatee County residents who are between the ages of 18-64, who are considered low-income (at or below 150% of the Federal Poverty Level), and do not have insurance.  On a monthly basis, the clinic treats between 15-25 patients for a variety of health concerns ranging from high blood pressure and diabetes to back pain and blurry vision.  Some patients are also referred into the We Care Specialty program for specialist care. 

The clinic is staffed completely by volunteers; from the physicians and nurses, to the administrators, medical students and interpreters.  Annually over $20,000 worth of medical care is provided to Manatee County residents in need, which is above the prescription assistance also provided to patients being cared for at the clinic.  Appointments are required, but on average treat up to three walk-ins per month.  The We Care Manatee Clinic focuses on keeping patients out of the local emergency rooms.  Providing care, medications, and access to education is critical for the low-income, uninsured population served.         
The mission of We Care Manatee, Inc. is to promote and facilitate the provision of free specialty and primary medical care to low-income, uninsured residents of Manatee County, Florida.  We Care Manatee serves over 500 persons annually through its three programs with hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of medical care and prescription assistance donated to them. 

###
If you would like more information about We Care Manatee, Inc., please call 941-755-3952 or visit our website at www.wecaremanatee.org.  Se habla español.
